
YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
John 3:1-21  April 25, 2010  Mike Newman, Senior Pastor 

John 3:1–21 (NLT) 1 There was a man named Nico-
demus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Phari-
see. 2 After dark one evening, he came to speak with 
Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has 
sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are 
evidence that God is with you.” 3 Jesus replied, “I tell 
you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot 
see the Kingdom of God.” 4 “What do you mean?” 
exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go 
back into his mother‟s womb and be born again?”  
 

5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the 
Kingdom of God without being born of water and the 
Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but 
the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.  
 

7 So don‟t be surprised when I say, „You must be 
born again.‟ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just 
as you can hear the wind but can‟t tell where it 
comes from or where it is going, so you can‟t explain 
how people are born of the Spirit.” 9 “How are these 
things possible?” Nicodemus asked. 10 Jesus re-
plied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet 
you don‟t understand these things? 11 I assure you, 
we tell you what we know and have seen, and yet 
you won‟t believe our testimony. 12 But if you don‟t 
believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how 
can you possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? 13 No one has ever gone to heaven and 
returned. But the Son of Man has come down from 
heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake 
on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must 
be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him 
will have eternal life. 16 “For God loved the world so 
much that he gave his one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him will not perish but 
have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world 
not to judge the world, but to save the world through 
him. 18 “There is no judgment against anyone who 
believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in 
him has already been judged for not believing in 
God‟s one and only Son. 19 And the judgment is 
based on this fact: God‟s light came into the world, 
but people loved the darkness more than the light, 
for their actions were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the 
light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be 
exposed. 21 But those who do what is right come to 
the light so others can see that they are doing what 
God wants.” 
 

2 Peter 3:8–9 (NLT) 8 But you must not forget this 
one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand 
years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a 
day. 9 The Lord isn‟t really being slow about his 
promise, as some people think. No, he is being 
patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to 
be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. 

 

1) Jesus came to the earth, died on the cross, and rose from the dead 

so __________________________________________ could have a 

personal relationship with God. 

 See John 3:3, John 3:16-18, and 2 Peter 3:8-9 

 

God doesn’t just want a relationship with a select few.   

He wants a relationship with every person regardless  

of who they are or what they have done. 
 

 

2) God plays an _________________________________ in our spiritual 

rebirth and our choice to follow Jesus. 

 See John 3:5-6 

 

 

Three Things God Does... 
 

a) He makes us _____________________________________________ 

and need for Him. 

 See John 16:8 

 

b) He provides the path to _____________________________________ 

 ________________________________ through Jesus. 

 See John 3:16 and John 1:12-13 

 

c) He ____________________ our relationship with Him when we 

choose to believe and receive God’s forgiveness for our sins and He 

treats us as one of His special children. 

 See Romans 8:15-16 

 

God doesn’t ever want us to think there is  

something we can do or have done to earn our salvation. 

April 3-4, 2010 ............................................................ “I Am The Resurrection” (John 11:1-44)  

April 11, 2010 ........................................................... “God Blesses Those…” (Matthew 5:3-12) 

April 18, 2010 ............................................................................. “Remain In Me” (John 15:1-8) 

April 25, 2010 ............................................................ “You Must Be Born Again” (John 3:1-21) 

May 2, 2010.................................................................... “When You Pray…” (Matthew 6:5-15) 

May 9, 2010........................................................ “Seventy Times Seven” (Matthew 18:21-35) 

May 16, 2010 .......................................................... “My Burden Is Light” (Matthew 11:28-30) 
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Five Biblical Truths: 



John 16:8 (NLT)  8And when he (Holy Spirit) comes, 
he will convict the world of its sin, and of God‟s right-
eousness, and of the coming judgment. 
 

John 1:12–13 (NLT) 12 But to all who believed him 
and accepted him, he gave the right to become 
children of God. 13 They are reborn—not with a 
physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, 
but a birth that comes from God. 
 

Romans 8:15–16 (NLT) 15 So you have not received 
a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you 
received God‟s Spirit when he adopted you as his 
own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” 16 For 
his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are 
God‟s children. 
 

Ephesians 2:8–9 (NLT) 8 God saved you by his 
grace when you believed. And you can‟t take credit 
for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a re-
ward for the good things we have done, so none of 
us can boast about it. 
 

John 1:12 (NLT) 12 But to all who believed him and 
accepted him, he gave the right to become children 
of God.  
 

Romans 10:9–10 (NLT) 9 If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10 For it is by believing in your heart that you 
are made right with God, and it is by confessing with 
your mouth that you are saved. 
 

Romans 10:13 (NLT) 13 For “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 

1 John 1:9 (NLT) 9 But if we confess our sins to him, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all wickedness. 
 

John 14:6 (NLT) 6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father 
except through me. 
 

Acts 4:12 (NLT) 12 There is salvation in no one else! 
God has given no other name under heaven by 
which we must be saved.” 
 

John 3:18 (NLT) 18“There is no judgment against 
anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does 
not believe in him has already been judged for not 
believing in God‟s one and only Son. 
 

Romans 5:12 (NLT) 12When Adam sinned, sin en-
tered the world. Adam‟s sin brought death, so death 
spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. 
 

John 3:19-20 (NLT) 19And the judgment is based on 
this fact: God‟s light came into the world, but people 
loved the darkness more than the light, for their 
actions were evil. 20All who do evil hate the light and 
refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be ex-
posed. 
 

Matthew 7:13-14 (NLT) 13“You can enter God‟s 
Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway 
to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many 
who choose that way. 14But the gateway to life is 
very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few 
ever find it. 

3) We need to _______________________ to believe, confess, accept, 

and submit our lives to Jesus to become a Christian and enter into 

heaven. 

 See John 1:12, Romans 10:9-10, 13, 1 John 1:9, John 14:6,  

and Acts 4:12 

 

Four Key Things…. 

 Choose to believe 

 Acknowledge and confess your sin and need for forgiveness 

 Accept God’s forgiveness  

 Submit your life to Jesus and follow His teachings and plan for your life 

 

 

4) A failure to choose to be “born again” is a _____________________ 

 _____________________ God  and spend your eternal life in hell. 

 See John 3:18, Romans 5:12, John 3:19-20, and Matthew 7:13-14 

 

 

Separation from God and eternal life 

in hell is the default position in life. 
 

 

5) God wants every follower of Jesus to do _______________________ 

 in helping others make a decision to follow Christ. 

 

 

Too many followers of Jesus are selfish and  

don’t care that others have not yet made a choice  

to follow Jesus and will spend their eternity in hell. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you made a choice to begin a relationship with Jesus today, we would 

like to encourage you and help you take the next step in your journey with 

Jesus. We encourage you to… 
 

Stop by the Prayer Room (by the World Map) in the lobby following the service 

and a pastor/elder will talk with you and provide more information. 

Send Pastor Mike an email at mike@otterbeinchurch.org or call him at  

717-762-7147 x223 and let him know you made a decision to begin a relation-

ship with Jesus. 

Go to the website www.otterbeinchurch.org and click on the  

Beginning Your Journey link for more information. 
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What do you need to do  

in response to today’s message? 


