GOD BLESSES THOSE...

Matthew 5:3-12 e April 11, 2010 ® Mike Newman, Senior Pastor

April 3-4, 2010
April 11, 2020,
April 18, 2010,
April 25, 2010...ciceecceeeeeeeeeeeeeee e
May 2, 2010..ccccciieceee e
May 9, 2010....ccciieceee e,
May 16, 2020 ....cceeeeeeceee e,

...................... “I Am The Resurrection” (John 11:1-44)
.................... “God Blesses Those... )
...................................... “Remain In Me” (John 15:1-8)
..................... “You Must Be Born Again” (John 3:1-21)
.......................... “When You Pray...” (Matthew 6:5-15)
.............. “Seventy Times Seven” (Matthew 18:21-35)
................... “My Burden Is Light” (Matthew 11:28-30)
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Matthew 5:1-2 (NLT) 'One day as he saw the
crowds gathering, Jesus went up on the mountain-
side and sat down. His disciples gathered around
him, 2and he began to teach them.

Matthew 5:3-12 (NLT) 3“God blesses those who are
poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom
of Heaven is theirs. 4God blesses those who mourn,
for they will be comforted. 5God blesses those who
are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth.
6God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice,
for they will be satisfied. 7God blesses those who are
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8God blesses
those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.
9God blesses those who work for peace, for they will
be called the children of God. °God blesses those
who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom
of Heaven is theirs. 1"“God blesses you when people
mock you and persecute you and lie about you and
say all sorts of evil things against you because you
are my followers. 12Be happy about it! Be very glad!
For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And re-
member, the ancient prophets were persecuted in
the same way.

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NLT) &My thoughts are nothing like
your thoughts,” says the LORD. “And my ways are far
beyond anything you could imagine. °For just as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are
higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than
your thoughts.

Deuteronomy 30:15-18 (NLT) '5“Now listen! Today
| am giving you a choice between life and death,
between prosperity and disaster. '8For | command
you this day to love the LORD your God and to keep
his commands, decrees, and regulations by walking
in his ways. If you do this, you will live and multiply,
and the LORD your God will bless you and the land
you are about to enter and occupy. '"“But if your
heart turns away and you refuse to listen, and if you
are drawn away to serve and worship other gods,
“8then | warn you now that you will certainly be de-
stroyed. You will not live a long, good life in the land
you are crossing the Jordan to occupy.

Three General Observations:
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1) God'’s perspective of a blessed life is one of

regardless of the circumstances we

are experiencing.

Experiencing a blessed life is more about
how you feel on the inside than what is
happening to you on the outside.

2) God’'s plan for a blessed life is

from what most people believe will provide a blessed life.
e See Isaiah 55:8-9

We need to honestly ask ourselves whether we
think our plan or God'’s plan for our life is the best plan.

3) Choosing to follow God’s plan for our lives results in

and rejecting God’s plan results in heart-

ache, disappointment, and increased problems.
e See Deuteronomy 30:15-18

A failure to follow God'’s plan in things like marriage,
finances, child-rearing, relationships, and sex end up
causing us all kinds of problems at some point.
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Matthew 5:3 (NLT) 3God blesses those who are
poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom
of Heaven is theirs.

Matthew 5:4 (NLT) “God blesses those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.

Matthew 5:5 (NLT) 5God blesses those who are
humble, for they will inherit the whole earth.

Philippians 2:5-8 (NLT) 5You must have the same
attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6Though he was God,
he did not think of equality with God as something to
cling to. 7Instead, he gave up his divine privileges;
he took the humble position of a slave and was born
as a human being. When he appeared in human
form, 8he humbled himself in obedience to God and
died a criminal’s death on a cross.

Matthew 5:6 (NLT) 6God blesses those who hunger
and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied.

Matthew 5:7 (NLT) "God blesses those who are
merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Matthew 5:8 (NLT) 8God blesses those whose
hearts are pure, for they will see God.

Jeremiah 17:9 (NLT) ®“The human heart is the most
deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who
really knows how bad it is?

Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT) 23Search me, O God, and
know my heart; test me and know my anxious
thoughts. 24Point out anything in me that offends
you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.

Matthew 5:9 (NLT) °God blesses those who work
for peace, for they will be called the children of God.

Matthew 5:10-12 (NLT) '°God blesses those who
are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of
Heaven is theirs. "“God blesses you when people
mock you and persecute you and lie about you and
say all sorts of evil things against you because you
are my followers. '2Be happy about it! Be very glad!
For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And re-
member, the ancient prophets were persecuted in
the same way.

Jesus’ 8 Keys to a Blessed Life:

What do you need
to do in response

to today’s message?

For more information about what it means to be-
come a follower of Christ or what to do after you
make a decision to follow Jesus, speak to one of the
pastors or elders following the service today (they
can be found by the prayer room in the church
lobby) or contact the church office at 717-762-7147
to set up an appointment. You may also request
materials and find additional information to help you
on your spiritual journey on our website:

www.otterbeinchurch.org
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1)

God blesses those who are poor and realize their
. (Matthew 5:3)

I can’t, but God can!

God blesses those who - (Matthew 5:4)

God not only wants us to acknowledge our sinfulness,
He wants us to express sorrow and repentance.

God blesses those who are
¢ See Philippians 2:5-8

. (Matthew 5:5)

God blesses those who

for justice (righteousness). (Matthew 5:6)

God wants us to have a passion and craving
for the things that are important to Him.

God blesses those who are . (Matthew 5:7)

Mercy is not treating people
like they deserve to be treated.

God blesses those whose hearts are
o See Matthew 5:8, Jeremiah 17:9, and Psalm 139:23-24

God blesses those who work for
(Matthew 5:9)

God blesses those who are
for doing right. (Matthew 5:10-12)
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