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Luke 11:1 (NLT) ' Once Jesus was in a certain
place praying. As he finished, one of his disciples
came to him and said, “Lord, teach us to pray, just
as John taught his disciples.”

Matthew 6:5-15 (NLT)  “When you pray, don't be
like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street
corners and in the synagogues where everyone can
see them. | tell you the truth, that is all the reward
they will ever get. & But when you pray, go away by
yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your
Father in private. Then your Father, who sees every-
thing, will reward you.

7“When you pray, don’t babble on and on as people
of other religions do. They think their prayers are
answered merely by repeating their words again and
again. & Don't be like them, for your Father knows
exactly what you need even before you ask him!

9 Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your
name be kept holy. 10 May your Kingdom come
soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven. 11 Give us today the food we need, 12 and
forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who
sin against us. 13 And don't let us yield to temptation,
but rescue us from the evil one.

14 “If you forgive those who sin against you, your
heavenly Father will forgive you. 15 But if you refuse
to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your
sins.

Romans 8:26-27 (NLT) 26 And the Holy Spirit helps
us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know
what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit
prays for us with groanings that cannot be ex-
pressed in words. 27 And the Father who knows all
hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit
pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own
will.

Luke 11:5-10 (NLT) 5 Then, teaching them more
about prayer, he used this story: “Suppose you went
to a friend’s house at midnight, wanting to borrow
three loaves of bread. You say to him, € ‘A friend of
mine has just arrived for a visit, and | have nothing
for him to eat.’ 7 And suppose he calls out from his
bedroom, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is locked for
the night, and my family and | are all in bed. | can't
help you." 8 But | tell you this—though he won't do it
for friendship’s sake, if you keep knocking long
enough, he will get up and give you whatever you
need because of your shameless persistence. ® “And

Prayer is one of those things that
we need to “learn” how to do.

Four Biblical Truths:
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1) Itis important that we don’t pray in a way that

to ourselves.

e See Matthew 6:5-6

God cares about our motives when we pray!

2) Itis important that we pray from our

heart and not allow prayer to become a ritual without meaning.
e See Matthew 6:7-8, Romans 8:26-27, and Luke 11:5-10

The words we use when we pray are not the
determining factor in whether our prayers are
pleasing to God. What matters most to God is

what is going on in our “heart.”

Jesus encourages us to be persistent when
praying for things that are important to us.

3) The

by the way we live our lives and our relationship with Jesus.
e See Matthew 6:14-15, Isaiah 59:1-2, and 1 Peter 3:7

of our prayers is impacted

801 Park Street « Waynesboro, Pennsylvania 17268 ¢ Rev. Michael Newman, Senior Pastor
This message is available online at www.otterbeinchurch.org for online listening or download.
Sermon outlines and powerpoint slides are also available online. If you wish to purchase a CD and/or DVD
of this message, contact the church office at 717-762-7147 or info@otterbeinchurch.org.



so | tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive
what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find.
Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to
you. 10 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone
who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the
door will be opened.

Isaiah 59:1-2 (NLT) 1 Listen! The Lord’s arm is not
too weak to save you, nor is his ear too deaf to hear
you call. 2 I's your sins that have cut you off from
God. Because of your sins, he has turned away and
will not listen anymore.

1 Peter 3:7 (NLT) 7 In the same way, you husbands
must give honor to your wives. Treat your wife with
understanding as you live together. She may be
weaker than you are, but she is your equal partner in
God's gift of new life. Treat her as you should so
your prayers will not be hindered.

Matthew 6:9-13 (NLT) ¢ Pray like this: Our Father in
heaven, may your name be kept holy. 10 May your
Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. 1 Give us today the food
we need, 12 and forgive us our sins, as we have
forgiven those who sin against us. 13 And don’t let us
yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil one.

Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT) 2 Search me, O God, and
know my heart; test me and know my anxious
thoughts. 24 Point out anything in me that offends
you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.

What do you need to do
in response to today’s

message?

For more information about what it means to be-
come a follower of Christ or what to do after you
make a decision to follow Jesus, speak to one of the
pastors or elders following the service today (they
can be found by the prayer room in the church
lobby) or contact the church office at 717-762-7147
to set up an appointment. You may also request
materials and find additional information to help you
on your spiritual journey on our website:

www.otterbeinchurch.org
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4)

God doesn’t promise to answer the
prayers of those who are not followers of Christ.

Our prayers should include a of

adoration, thanksgiving, confession, and requests.
e See Matthew 6:9-13 and Psalm 139:23-24

Four Key Things To Include In Our Prayers...

- “May Your kingdom come soon”

- “May Your will be done”

- “Give us the food we need”

- “Don’t let us yield to temptation”

- “Protect/rescue us from the evil one”

Are those the kinds of things
you are including in your prayers?

Four Suggestions for the Month of May:

Pray every day during the month of May using the Prayer Guide in today’s
bulletin.

Check out www.facebook.com/otterbeinchurch daily for specific prayer
requests and thoughts on prayer written by Otterbein staff.

Attend the 1st Tuesday Prayer Gathering on Tuesday, May 4, 7-8:15 p.m.
in the church (main level).

Pray for our nation on Thursday, May 6, as part of the National Day of
Prayer (see the prayer guide for the National Day of Prayer included into
today’s bulletin).
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