
SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN 
Matthew 18:21-35  May 9, 2010  Mike Newman, Senior Pastor 

Matthew 18:21–35 (NLT) 21 Then Peter came to him 
and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive some-
one who sins against me? Seven times?” 22 “No, not 
seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times 
seven! 23 “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be 
compared to a king who decided to bring his ac-
counts up to date with servants who had borrowed 
money from him. 24 In the process, one of his debt-
ors was brought in who owed him millions of dollars. 

25 He couldn‟t pay, so his master ordered that he be 
sold—along with his wife, his children, and every-
thing he owned—to pay the debt. 26 “But the man fell 
down before his master and begged him, „Please, be 
patient with me, and I will pay it all.‟ 27 Then his mas-
ter was filled with pity for him, and he released him 
and forgave his debt. 28 “But when the man left the 
king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a 
few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat 
and demanded instant payment. 29 “His fellow ser-
vant fell down before him and begged for a little 
more time. „Be patient with me, and I will pay it,‟ he 
pleaded. 30 But his creditor wouldn‟t wait. He had the 
man arrested and put in prison until the debt could 
be paid in full. 31 “When some of the other servants 
saw this, they were very upset. They went to the 
king and told him everything that had happened. 32 
Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and 
said, „You evil servant! I forgave you that tremen-
dous debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should-
n‟t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I 
had mercy on you?‟ 34 Then the angry king sent the 
man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his 
entire debt. 35 “That‟s what my heavenly Father will 
do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and 
sisters from your heart.” 
 

Matthew 6:14–15 (NLT) 14 “If you forgive those who 
sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive 
you. 15 But if you refuse to forgive others, your Fa-
ther will not forgive your sins. 
 

Colossians 3:12–13 (NLT) 12 Since God chose you 
to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe 
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make allow-
ance for each other‟s faults, and forgive anyone who 
offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so 
you must forgive others. 
 

Luke 17:3–10 (NLT) 3 So watch yourselves! “If an-
other believer sins, rebuke that person; then if there 
is repentance, forgive. 4 Even if that person wrongs 
you seven times a day and each time turns again 
and asks forgiveness, you must forgive.” 5 The apos-

 

An unwillingness to forgive creates all kinds of problems 

spiritually, relationally, and emotionally. 
 

 

1) God _______________________________ to forgive others when 

they request it. 

 See Matthew 18:21-35, Matthew 6:14-15, Colossians 3:12-13, and 

Luke 17:3-10 

 

Forgiving others is more about doing what is right  

than it is about having greater faith. 
 

 

 

2) We are to forgive others the ________________________________ 

God forgives us. 

 See Matthew 18:21-35, Ephesians 4:31-32, Psalm 86:5, Psalm 103:8-

12, Psalm 130:3-4, Hebrews 10:17, and 1 John 1:9 

 

Six things about God’s forgiveness: 
   

 God is ready to forgive and doesn’t do it reluctantly – He doesn’t have 

an attitude that He is to forgive because He has to do it. 

 God is compassionate, merciful, and filled with love toward us. 

 God doesn’t give us what we deserve. 

 God doesn’t constantly accuse us and keep throwing things up in our 

face after He forgives us. 

 God doesn’t deal with us harshly or punish us for all our sins. 

 God chooses to not dwell on our sins and He removes them from His 

mind as far as the east is from the west. 

 God forgives us every time we ask Him to forgive regardless of how 

“big” the sin or how often we have sinned against Him. 
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Five Biblical Truths: 

May Daily Prayer Guides are available in the church lobby at the  

Information Center.  You can also find daily prayer requests/thoughts at 

www.facebook.com/otterbeinchurch 



tles said to the Lord, “Show us how to increase our 
faith.” 6 The Lord answered, “If you had faith even as 
small as a mustard seed, you could say to this mul-
berry tree, „May you be uprooted and thrown into the 
sea,‟ and it would obey you! 7 “When a servant 
comes in from plowing or taking care of sheep, does 
his master say, „Come in and eat with me‟? 8 No, he 
says, „Prepare my meal, put on your apron, and 
serve me while I eat. Then you can eat later.‟ 9 And 
does the master thank the servant for doing what he 
was told to do? Of course not. 10 In the same way, 
when you obey me you should say, „We are unwor-
thy servants who have simply done our duty.‟ ” 
 

Ephesians 4:31–32 (NLT) 31 Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all 
types of evil behavior. 32 Instead, be kind to each 
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as 
God through Christ has forgiven you. 
 

Psalm 86:5 (NLT) 5 O Lord, you are so good, so 
ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who 
ask for your help. 
 

Psalm 103:8–12 (NLT) 8 The Lord is compassionate 
and merciful, slow to get angry and filled with unfail-
ing love. 9 He will not constantly accuse us, nor 
remain angry forever. 10 He does not punish us for 
all our sins; he does not deal harshly with us, as we 
deserve. 11 For his unfailing love toward those who 
fear him is as great as the height of the heavens 
above the earth. 12 He has removed our sins as far 
from us as the east is from the west. 
 

Psalm 130:3–4 (NLT) 3 Lord, if you kept a record of 
our sins, who, O Lord, could ever survive? 4 But you 
offer forgiveness, that we might learn to fear you. 
 

Hebrews 10:17 (NLT) 17 Then he says, “I will never 
again remember their sins and lawless deeds.” 
 

1 John 1:9 (NLT) 9 But if we confess our sins to him, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all wickedness. 

 

Exodus 34:5–7 (NLT) 5 Then the Lord came down in 
a cloud and stood there with him; and he called out 
his own name, Yahweh. 6 The Lord passed in front of 
Moses, calling out, “Yahweh! The Lord! The God of 
compassion and mercy! I am slow to anger and filled 
with unfailing love and faithfulness. 7 I lavish unfail-
ing love to a thousand generations. I forgive iniquity, 
rebellion, and sin. But I do not excuse the guilty. I lay 
the sins of the parents upon their children and 
grandchildren; the entire family is affected— even 
children in the third and fourth generations.” 
 

Romans 12:17–21 (NLT) 17 Never pay back evil with 
more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can 
see you are honorable. 18 Do all that you can to live 
in peace with everyone. 19 Dear friends, never take 
revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. 
For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay 
them back,” says the Lord. 20 Instead, “If your ene-
mies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give 
them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap 
burning coals of shame on their heads.” 21 Don‟t let 
evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good. 

3) We should view forgiveness as a ____________________________ 

and not a feeling. 

 

Biblical Forgiveness is like giving a gift to someone.  It is  

something you do.  It is not a process and it is not a feeling. 
 

When you forgive someone... 
   

 You are choosing to not give them what they deserve or treat them like 

they deserve to be treated. 

 You are choosing to not bring up the wrong or sin again to them. 

 You are choosing to act in a loving way toward them by not being igno-

rant or hateful when you are around them. 

 You are choosing to not tell others (gossip) about what happened. 

 You are choosing to move forward in the relationship instead of focus-

ing on the past sin or wrong that was committed against you. 

 

It is possible to forgive someone and still  

struggle with your feelings toward them. 
 

 

4) Forgiving others does not necessarily mean the _________________ 

 _____________________________ for the wrong done. 

 See Exodus 34:5-7 and Romans 12:17-21 

 
 

 

5) Focusing on _______________________________ of our sins in-

stead of on whether the person who wronged us deserves it or not 

is the key to forgiveness. 

 See Matthew 18:21-35 

 

 

It comes down to this:  

“I will choose to forgive ___________________  

because God has chosen to forgive me.” 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

For more information about what it means to become a follower of Christ or what to do 

after you make a decision to follow Jesus, speak to one of the pastors or elders following 

the service today (they can be found by the prayer room in the church lobby) or contact the 

church office at 717-762-7147 to set up an appointment. You may also request materials 

and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey on our website:   

www.otterbeinchurch.org 
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What do you need to do  

in response to today’s message? 


